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A Review of Research on the Local Records Theoretical Debate Between Zhang Xuecheng

ANd DAl Zhen  ccccccviriiiiii i e e Zhang Yihe (4)

In Qing Dynasty scholar Zhang Xuecheng and Dai Zhen once had a heated debate about local records
compilation and related issues. The causes of the debate were mostly analyzed by late Qing Dynasty and
early Republican Period scholars from the angle of psychology and academic thoughts, while analyses by
current scholars also cover factors such as their life experiences and background of the time they lived in.
As to the discussions about the division of their school of thoughts, scholars during the early 1980s mostly
looked at the debate as that of school of thoughts or academic subjects, but this view has been challenged
by the contemporary academic circle. On how to evaluate the views of Zhang and Dai, scholars in earlier
period tended to favor Zhang over Dai, while in recent years there has been a trend of “rectifying the

name of Dai Zhen”.
Kong Shangren’s Local Records Compilation Thoughts -------.-...... Chen Shilong (15)

In early Qing Dynasty the man of letters Kong Shangren compiled Pingyang Fu Records and Laizhou
Fu Records. During practice of local records compilation, Kong Shangren formed his own understandings
of local records and related local records compilation thoughts. In his view, though similar to history in
terms of objectives, local records are different from history in terms of forms. As to specific compilation
thoughts, he suggested that local records compilation should be appropriate in choosing details. The scope
of recordings must be strictly controlled within certain regional limits. In terms of subjects and categories
design and arrangements, Kong Shangren accepted the horizontal subjects style in the beginning, and
tended to use the vertical categories style in later periods. He also created the category of “Warfares” ,
proposed that women with extraordinary abilities should be recorded in “ Virtuous Women” , thus

developed the categories of local records compilation.
Xie Guozhen and Local Records Studies «--------oovoeveieiiiin. Ren Ruixin (21)

Xie Guozhen was a famous Ming and Qing history specialist and philologist. In his view, local



