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Response Form and Forming Mechanism of Grassroots Court
to County Economic Development

Comments on Judicial Local Protectionism Discourse

LIU Lei, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law

Abstract; The development of county economy promoted by inter—county competition is an important fac-
tor to promote the realization of China’ s economic miracle. The county regime system, including the court,
participates in the county economic development led by the local Party commitiee and government. In this
process, the grassroots court has formed a response form with strong autonomy, which has maintained a large
autonomy for the court to exercise judicial power independently, and it also helps the court to play a certain
role in the development of county economy. The court’ s participation in local economic development is regar-
ded as a critical discourse of “judicial protectionism”. It ignores that the initial conditions of judicial local pro-
tectionism has changed significantly. The factors such as ownership reform, economic development model, and
economic structure have not been included in the comprehensive consideration of this issue. It lacks an empiri-
cal considerations of the specific ways in which the court participates in local economic development, so that it
magnifies the current universality of judicial local protectionism. It is necessary to fully understand the role and
limits of grassroots court in county economic development, avoid possible deviations, and rationally set the di-
rection of judicial system reform to ensure judicial justice.

Key words: economic development; grassroots court; party and government system; autonomy; attrib-

utes of central authority
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