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Businessmen and Men of Letters:Interactions between Art Dealer Wang Yueshi and
Connoisseurs of Huizhou in Late Ming Dynasty
FAN Jin-min

(College of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, Jiangsu, China)
Abstract: Art dealer Wang Yueshi from Huizhou was an active figure in the realm of art trade in southern
Yangtze River of China in late Ming dynasty. He constantly contacted with the literati connoisseurs and
collectors such as Li Rihua,Dong Qichang, Wang Keyu,and Zhang Chou etc. and cultivated close
relationship with them. Although Wang Yueshi and his family members were sheer profit-seeking antique
merchants,he had good taste of art and his appreciation skills were highly praised by the contemporaries.
The negotiation between art dealers and literati connoisseurs promoted the prosperity of art market and
elevated the appreciation skills. As far as the professional and successful art merchants like Wang Y ueshi
are concerned, they should not be smply labeled as “people with pretentious elegance.”
Keywords: late Ming Dynasty;art dealer; Wang Yueshi;art appreciation and collection
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