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English Abstract

Taoist Aesthetics in Modern Context and a
Revitalization of Its Interpretation

LIU Shaojin

Abstract . With the ever increasing dialogue between Chinese and western cultures, and the
modernization of Chinese traditional studies, Taoist thoughts have been rejuvenated in a modern context.
Those influential modern Chinese scholars of aesthetics have unanimously turned to Taoist philosophy for
their theoretical foundations through interpretations of the Taoist classics. As a rich traditional resource
for modern China’ s aesthetic construction, Taoist thoughts are also in the foreground, acting as a
“Transmission Agent” in receiving and introducing western aesthetic theories. They are the “Image
Ambassadors” for Chinese aesthetics on the world stage. Six aesthetic masters from mainland China,
Taiwan, Hong Kong and overseas, including Wang Guowei, Zhu Guangqian, Zong Baihua, Xu Fuguan, Wai-
lim Yip, Li Zehou, have received tremendous inspiration from Taoist philosophy. Nearly half of them can
be classified as modern Neo-Taoists, whose Taoist theories have helped bring about the merging of Taoist

philosophy with western modern aesthetics.

Key Words: Taoist school; aesthetics; modern; influence
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