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An Analysis of the Keyword “Locality” of Folklore

from Gertz’s Theory of “Local Knowledge”

MO Chou
(School of Ethnology and Sociology, Minzu University of China, Beijing, China 100081)

Abstract: Focused on cultural interpretation, the theory of “local knowledge” proposed by the anthropologist
Gertz pays attention to regions and cultures outside the mainstream discourse of the West and appeals for the
establishment of a pluralistic research paradigm. Scholars at home and abroad have multiple interpretations of
“local knowledge”. Mainstream views emphasize the particularity of local knowledge that differs from
general knowledge. They also include the process of dealing with differences and generating meanings, as
well as the construction of sociality and the interpretation of literature. The local perspective of folklore
focuses on the regional characteristics of the folklore culture and the Variant from the universal to the local. It
helps to understand the function of folklore as a resource of local social identity and attaches importance to
the complex social relations and local group concepts embodied and expressed in folklore.

Key words: Gertz; Local Knowledge; Locality; Particularity; Region



