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The Empire and “New Women”
— Female Images in Haggard’s Adventure Novels

Li Xin' Wang Yuming’ LuoYanyan’

(1. School of Foreign Language Hefei Normal University Hefei 230601
2. School of Foreign Language Anhui Agricultural University Hefei 230036
3. School of Foreign Language Hefei Normal University Hefei 230601)

Abstract: In the late 19" century Britain is a typically patriarchal society. However the awakening of feminism and
the emergence of “new women” have impacted the established gender order resulting in the famous “women’s prob—
lem” in that period. In the novel The Treasure of King Solomon She and The Return of Asha the famous adventure
novelist Ryder Haggard of that period depicted many “new women” with such lust power and control. They weak—
ened their masculinity disbanded the male interest community and reversed the established gender order by tempta-
tion or control. They threatened the order of patriarchal society and directly affected the colonial expansion of the
British Empire at that time. These “new women” in Haggards novels show his gender anxiety caused by the phe—
nomenon of “new women” and his anxiety about the imperial colonization cause.

Key words: the Empiré “New Women”; Haggards Adventure Stories; Female Images
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