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Two Examples of How the Unearthed
Literature Can Help Us Understand Mengzi

LIAO Ming-chun

(Department of History/Institute of Humanities, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084 ,China)

Abstract: The word “47” should not be interpreted as “pursue” or “practice” in the sentence“3JEf7{~ X
" from Mengzi. Li Lou II, but as “say” or “talk”. This sentence actually means “One should obey be-
nevolence and righteousness not only in words but by deeds”. What Mengzi did not appreciate is not “to
practice benevolence and righteousness reluctantly”, but hypocrisy (to harangue without any practical ef-
fort). There is a sentence in the No. 5 slip of Hou Fu in The Tsinghua Bamboo Slips saying that: “Heav-

en having produced the inferior people, ... with the purpose that they should be assisting to God” is simi-
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lar with what is quoted from Shangshu in Mengzi. Liang Hui Wang II. The meaning of “FL(J5) T E” in

Hou Fu equals to “#2Z” in Liang Hui Wang 1I. “9” equals to “JH”, which means to govern. So Zhao

Qi’s way of giving a comma and pause between “J¢ 2Z” and “PUJ5” is correct, thus the way of Sun Shi and

Zhu Xi in reading this sentence is inaccurate.

Key words: Mengzi;Fei Xing Ren Yi(JE471- ) s Hou Fu of The Tsinghua Bamboo Slops;Luan Xia

Min(FLFR) ;Chong Zhi (JE2Z)
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