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A Review of the Home Edition of The New Accounts of
the Tales of the World in the Song Dynasty

LIU Qiang

Abstract: The Description of the New Accounts of the Tales of the World by Song scholar Wang Zao is a significant work of
studying The New Accounts of the Tales of the World, which has recorded much important information on the Song home editions.
Though scholars in all periods have often invoked the book, few have probed profoundly into the details of the scholarly contacts
and the origins and sources of each of the home editions. After studying the spread and origins of ten Song home editions via com-
bining The Description of the New Accounts of the Tales of the World as well as other related works in the Song period, this paper
argues that those home editions largely come from renowned book collectors in the Northern Song period and, behind that, are a
comprehensive network and well-connected contact map used by mandarins living in the Song capital to meet friends with their
books. Through the network and map, we can discover the pomp in the early Northern Song when scholars loved The New Accounts
of the Tales of the World and were eager to copy and forward it.

Key words: Song Dynasty, The New Accounts of the Tales of the World, The Description of the New Accounts of the Tales of
the World, home edition, Wang Zao
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