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The New Accounts of the Tales of the World and Liu Xiaobiao’s
Notes to The New Accounts of the Tales of the World

WANG Lihua

Abstract: The New Accounts of the Tales of the World classified well-tuned sentences item by item and recorded briefly anec-
dotes of famous characters in Wei and Jin Dynasty while Notes to the New Accounts of the Tales of the World was a supplement and
annotation of the former. The former was the appreciation and comments of those interesting stories when the latter paid attention
to the authenticity of these anecdotes. In total, there are 1180 annotations in Notes to the New Accounts of the Tales of the World ,
the emphasis of which were the introduction of life stories of those outstanding figures, the supplement of relative records, which
were used to verify their facticity, and a small number of explanations for vocabulary. Therefore, the intention of Liu Xiaobiao’ s
notes was to examine the reliability of these anecdotes. Liu’ s method was the imitation of Annotations to Records of the Three
Kingdoms by Pei Songzhi and different from the note books in Han Dynasty, which stressed more on the explanations of words.
The New Accounts of the Tales of the World recorded dialogues more with spoken language while Notes to the New Accounts of the
Tales of the World noted fictions with the same way which was often used to annotate historical books that emphasized the truth
and reduced the explanations of complicated words. On the one hand, this method did ensure the credibility of The New Accounts
of the Tales of the World, on the other hand, it also deviated from the initial purpose and style of writing in the original book, so
it also brought the shortcoming of losing the trees for the forest, a guest supplanting the host and launching an attack without foun-
dation.

Key words: The New Accounts of the Tales of the World, Notes to the New Accounts of the Tales of the World, difference and
similarity, gain and loss
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