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Negativity and Utopia: the Core of
T.J.Clark’s Historical View of Modern Art

ZHUGE Yi
(School of Fine Arts, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract. T.J.Clark is the most important representative in the development of Marxist art history of our time.His research ap-
proach got rid of the naive reflectionism of traditional social history of art represented by Arnold Hauser. He implanted the art
convention in ideology and social reality, and further established a new model of social history of art, which is often termed as
“art—art convention—social reality”. As a matter of fact, there is a core behind this model, that is modern art’s negativity and U-
topia nature. Clark believed that modern art metaphorically represented technology rationality under the cover of modern produc-
tion environment, and became its victim. Modern art expresses the criticism on capitalist totality via its own intermedium, incon-
gruity and alienation. Pollock’s drip painting is a great example.He also pointed out that, by means of the various kinds of formal
and technique experiments in their “tiny world” and art language, modern art practiced its Utopia dream, hoping to rescue human
from the pressure of technology rationality and Capitalist totality. However, the foreordination of this practice is doomed to be a
failure, and the failure itself is actually the value of modern art.

Key words: Social history of art; T.J.Clark; modern art; negativity; Utopia
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