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The Clan of Duan in Nanzhao and Buddhism Studies

Su Huanzhuo

( Institute of National Culture University of Dali Dali Yunnan 671003)

Abstract: Duan is an ethnic group of Er he Man Bai Zi. In the early days of Nanzhao the army was constantly
crowned because of military achievements and gradually it became more prominent in Nanzhao. In the course of
communications between Tang Dynasty and Xishu Nanzhao was recognized and appreciated by the Central Plains
Dynasty. According to the historical context this paper explores the origin of Duan’s ancestors and several important
turning points of Duan’s gradual rise in Nanzhao. Meanwhile it focuses on the rise of Duan’s in Nanzhao and also the
development of Buddhism. It is undeniable that Duan’s rise can not be separated from the Nanzhao Royal family’s
dependence also it can not be separated from the recognition of the Central Plains Dynasty and Buddhism has al—
ways played a role as a weapon of imperial power in the course of Duan’s rise.
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