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The Application Value of Dongba Characters in Modern Product Design

Huang Zuolin  Tan Guoli
(College of Fine Arts, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract ; Dongba character, as an ancient national language, it is also one of oldest pictograph in existence
still used in China. In its special artistic form, it harbors the strong artistic expression and unique cultural con-
notation. The Dongba character has formed special visual symbols through the long river of history, which in
turn make it feasible that Dongba character can be applied for modern product design. Embarking on the
analysis of the visual symbols of Dongba character, on the basis of that, the paper is aimed to seek the
continuous innovation and application of Dongba character and modern product design, in which its application
value as the "living fossil" of characters could be reflected. This paper summarizes the application values of
the Dongba character in modern product design combing with relevant design cases, and it is dedicated to
provide more elements that can be used for reference for further research in this field by argumentation and
demonstration.

Keywords : Dongba character; visual symbol; product design; application values
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