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The Cultural Connotation of Dragon and Horse in The Book of Songs

CHEN Xuejun
(Guangxi Normal University , Guilin 541004, China)

Abstract; The culture of dragon and horse is the core of the Chinese nation. This spiritual characteris-
tics comes not only from the collective unconsciousness gradually accumulated among the Chinese nation,
but also from the traditional Chinese culture during its continuous construction and development. Ancient
Chinese raised horse to the height of dragon in totem worship because of the similarity between their spirit-
ual quality, which facilitated the unified image of dragon and horse in literature. Base on The Book of
Songs , the literary classics in Pre— Qin period, this paper analyzes the tradition of horse worship in the
Western Zhou Dynasty, as well as the expression and aesthetic implication of horse images, and explores
the connotation of dragon and horse culture as well as the horse administration. It is found that with an ex-
tremely lofty position in the relationship between human and animals in ancient China, horse plays an im-
portant role in the construction of traditional Chinese culture, which reflects the spirit and cultural tradition
of the Chinese nation.

Keyword: The Book of Songs ; culture of dragon and horse; horse image; horse administration; the

relationship between human and horses
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