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The Folklore Genealogy of Customs about" Spring Cattle"
on the Day of Beginning of Spring
LEI Werping
( Shanghai International Studies University , Shanghai 200083, China)

Abstract ;" Spring Cattlé' is one of the very important elements in the customs on the day of Begin-
ning of Spring with the symbolic significance that farming is about to start. According to the folklore gene-
alogy," Spring Cattlé' can be classified into four types: the whipped cattle, the cattle on the palm, the
dancing cattle and the lost cattle. Among them, the whipped cattle is the core in the folklore genealogy of
Spring Cattle; the cattle on the palm and the dancing cattle are the extension and development of the
whipped cattle; and the lost cattle is the result of cultural reconstruction. The whipped cattle is scattered in
most places of China; the cattle on the palm can mainly be found in parts of the northwestern China and
Guizhou Province; the dancing cattle is distributed in provincial regions of Guangdong, Guangxi, Yunnan,
Guizhou, Jiangxi and Hunan; and the lost cattle is located in townships like Nanling, Wuhu, Dangtu, Xu-
ancheng of Anhui Province and Gaochun district of Nanjing City, Jiangsu Province. The formation of the
folklore genealogy of™ Spring Cattlé' is based on cultural identity. The presentation of the genealogy can
further disclose and highlight the cultural identity among the people. The study on the folklore genealogy of
" Spring Cattlé' is the practice and extension of the the genealogy theory, which plays a basic role in the
study on the folklore genealogy of the 24 solar terms.
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