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[REHE T
On the Official “Yin—Yang” Institutions of the Ming Dynasty

from the Inscriptions

CHEN De-hao, ZHENG Wei—ming

Abstract: Starting from “Ming Ren Ai Yi Hou Yong Ding Yin—Yang Astrologer Monks Wichard Sheng Yi De
Zheng Stela” in Wanli 43 years (1615) of Ming Dynasty preserved by Raoping County, Chaozhou City, Guang-
dong Province, combining with the historical literature, this article explores the “Yin—Yang” teaching and
management agencies of the official “Yin—Yang Study” since Yuan dynasty. In the Ming dynasty, it becomes a
versatile local authority, which is responsible for the official teaching and management of Yin-Yang, also in
charge of Imperial Board and organizing the official ceremony of sacrifice. And the persons of “Yin-Yang
Study” in inscriptions include official training divination, astrologer, monks and wizards of Yin-Yang, etc.,
who must understand the concepts of Yin—Yang and divination. Therefore, this inscription provides important
evidence for the study of Yin—Yang in the Ming dynasty.
Key words: Ming dynasty, Stela, Yin—Yang Study
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