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On the Importance and Independent Identity of Bronze Inscription Studies

LIU Yuan
( Institute of Chinese Ancient History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: Bronze inscriptions are characters molded or engraved on the bronze wares in Shang and Zhou dynasties. It is the first
—hand material for studying Yin and Zhou’s history. Bronze inscription studies is a discipline that studies bronze inscriptions as
its research object. Its main task is to interpret inscriptions and research history. In fact, bronze inscription studies, ancient phi—
lology and bronze studies have their intersections and different emphases. At present, oracle bone studies and bamboo and silk
studies, which are based on oracle bone inscriptions and bamboo and silk manuscripts, have developed into independent disci—
plines. The concept of bronze inscription studies has been put forward for a long time and the discipline system is very mature.
Therefore, it should be established equally to oracle bone studies and bamboo and silk studies, and be listed as an independent
discipline to promote the research and teaching of bronze inscriptions.
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