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Poetry and Sound: A Semiotic Observation

Li Xinshi

Abstract; The relationship between poetry and sound has different scenery in the traditional

and modern view. The story is told by the ups and downs of elements of music, rhythm and sound

etc. in the poetry history. The naissance of writing characters does not cause poetry being removed

from the primacy of sound. Sound is still more important than rhythm and written form in the tradi-

tional poetry. Moreover, modern poetry shows that the sound-centered principle is intrinsic to all

kinds of poetry. The distortion of sound in academics is quite common, so we must distinguish be-

tween two kinds of sound at four levels. Sound in poetry is naturally asked to signify something from

the perspective of artistic semiotics, and it is named sound image, which does not including rhythm

and natural sound. The sound exploration of modern poetry should follow the relevance principle of

sound and meaning.

Key words: modern poetry; sound; verbal image; semiotics
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