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Title: “The Process of Love” ;: Postmodern Dimensions in Realist Narrative

ABSTRACT: Alice Munro’s “The Progress of Love” , the opening story in a collec-
tion of the same title, was published in 1986. In this story, Munro combines love assump-
tions and realistic writing. Paying little attention to plotting or characterization, the story
deconstructs and subverts the narrative form of traditional realist fiction. Juxtaposion of
opposing voices constitutes the narrative tension in the novel. It also divides the plot into
fragmentary narratives, presenting an aesthetic paradigm of decentralization and experi-
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mentation. This paper argues that updated realist elements exist in postmodernist narrative
skills, and that postmodern dimensions in realist narration are Munro’s responses to cur-
rent changing life, which reflects her efforts to find an appropriate writing form to express
the complexity of life.
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Author: Zhao Jinghui < jzyanbao@126.com> is an associate professor of English
at the School of Foreign Languages, Huaihai Institute of Technology, Lianyungang,
China ( 222005 ). Her research areas are contemporary British literature and Canadian
literature.

. E1

B E X B— MR ESAT BRREE, BB SCR AL S B D7 R v AW i
LA ML, 1EINAG HIfE{H B ( Bradbury ) F12 58 ( McFarlane ) 33 ¥05E 3 AR AR “BlsE
FXE) E BRI AR — D P BB EAR B FE LR TE R (qtd. in
Hill 217 ), &R “BELE 7 /) “BLECH” WIRTERIEE IR LR RS RE R 7 g
BHRABE PR X —HEEP ., M 16 AR, e ik R R, 1867 & Kl
HEMBEES, 1931 FEMERB AR NAE, RN ENERER S, e K3
LD T NGB AR ETLRIERE . e E AR EEMIES Sk, A
19 th40 5 e it , — B8 F IS KM B 2R FOW AL S AHI A AN T O ER S ER BRZ B 4L
SEAEGE R . 19 22 S RS 3 UM i ) TR BHe 5 RIS, B EH R -—A A
I EE . R, 7R B C RIRSCHA SRR ERM A Rid o, &R 555 F 3
FIAL AT S, R R R NEFREEB R 518 AN MEE BTG — AR 5
AT, 20 R HEH, IMEXTFHER A CWREFIEs. SMRE, Mt IERE, ZF
KAE 215, (I E R ERFEZH . ERAEZE R B HEESE R R IESE
ERIMEFNSCELFF LB THOAEZRM RN TR, RECFESIFLRH, WL E X
EMERIRERX T RRIREARTFERFYOTE , BA SFYERE . M5 m . 2 REvE.
FJRAE%E « 48 2 (Albert Borgmann ) 7E { B 5 B 0 F4R ) — Fipdg i, BISE 3 0 )
EBRAEER “—FpE AR5 E, BRI T EIARHEE BN, 48 5 LA™ A B S TR A1
IR, TR G R A FT B — AL RBF” (51 B BRER 122), MLEN % —HUE
SEE XM FTAERR, REMA T BUCE S SFBURE LB SFRAERL, SCEXTBUSE A S BREY
AR AR, R 2 2 E L XA T RO I N RIS 3 AW R,
BURBEVERAEBSL £ AER PRI ERR. “RZE 20 s N E RAERAWEM EZEAE M AR
WA W W ILSE 3 SURE , T T BIVE R T IR SE = UEREENTWAMERAZ £~ (Hill
217),

JENHT - 112 (Alice Munro, 1931— ) BRI (B IR ) KR T 1986 42,411
BRI E R E R R — BB SRR, £ 20 R/ NERS |, ITF BAA AN
BIVEEIN H BA LRBERE HRESR, X H/MUESE THERM 8%, W LEM: 1]
B H /MR —FP MR I SE B (C Z W HEAR ) 18 ). CBRIRIFRHR ) XA “XEEE L

+ 118 »



(EHHR)

ANBETR B A AE (BRI SE QNN BRI AR T B3R . BEA—E AL TE S, HIEIRS | 3T §I
B CHERRTERR ) B0ITIR R "SR - 1B RESHHE, 8K B FREMABRITHE
WHTE B AT R P A IR IR £ B B BB = 7( The Progress of Love #JiK ), B ZHI#HE)
AHEFE B /MEFREE R T HER . 5/RERZBER (ZRHR) HEAERE
PUSE 3 S AR R R SMARE B3R AR 238 =AU EAE S A AR TR PLE T 2 I RO IR IR & 1%
A VA NES A BIEE R R BRI R . (HR, B LU E R F B s 3 LAY
YEori:. BN, /MR SERESTER B RN SEEIE F SGHR AR, 2 H/E B
RAB LI SORFHAE. TXHXAE—ARBEE K IMERER, R X T H 25487 B
SMIFSE EEEPIE T /N, BRSO R B TR SCHEEN T R B, UG T
RS T X ) B BB SN EE AR, R R B MBI Tk 5 BN R IGE S
FZIEMPRER . BERBEFTPREERINTZ R FZRBRER L, #— PR RN
BIVETE AT IR HK

— EAIESNEKSH

TECBRHRR) B AR RITET , WAEE AN, R TG/ MR SR W AL, it A
R T/MRMER AL, EENP WBESRINTIRE . DNEPAE R 2B AR
B, R ARRERIA, A th BLBA — 0 F R EA BRI B REM & IR R Al — VIR
B, FEEAEL X RURE AFEEAR A, KX =F ST 5 A 28R ik b
AL TR BCE  JF RS 2 e A RIS M A @2 B Ph R BT R gt S 7EC %
HIBERE ) MTRER T, 118 RISE — AFRBUEHE A O BT ILET R IRIE R . 55— AFR “3” BI8L
R EEH BREAR “R” Z2HHMRECHE, FEEE SRURE Z R, HEERRNE
LRAFEYR, REREEMTPRSE—AR R AT ELIEE 8" AME, B diiT
KB B BB SR — AFR “3” b R i e S ERR BRI EAL . EEMZ
B R EFREE, MEZOR AL THEE S IALAE F B O RIRERSUFE RS = AFRIRA,
AT A0 ) 1 R 10 B 2 2 B 5 B e 3 T - B XA AR it — 2RIt SR E A
B Ak 22 SRR 5 55 WA BE e D SR R SR = AFRA FRILA 0GR , RAEBIE R E H % & |,
PR T R A A RIS |, T L HE 1 2 B B B A R LB S A AW, ibad 5
ML MBI RE RN T, ERA T BB FEERKELHRE, ERHEE 5 CAE
FRAER — N 3 HEE 3 SERMRHNGRAEM A BT RINIEE, R RS 6, A
R A RERIRE L, DL /R IAY “HL", [ /NRARYESCA B B2 1 R IA T £ A0 b7 9
BURMLA , BUR A BB e M SRR ST IR R BURE 7 A E A H P —H T35
HEVNERRIWEDR, “EERANET , (EEIFAR AR BB RENER RS K
MEWEREBASIER , MIEXHEE - TERATER, HiEE —MRRERE S
F, AR A 2 XEE R ORA 43 ), CRAHR)H RS T IV MET ERBIR &

(ZRHRE) B, MENE T AT — PR A RN, P RARMAYSE S
A R} — B TRL A T T PR i 7 AT X LR Y L BT TR EAH B SR BR B 55 2% I, AP
L HBAITE, N R A ML RNTE , BRI R G BRI FEE, MRS —A N L i
B AR RN S B W R X AMEEE B B R ARRRA R IE SR . BRI
PEYER T LA RS2 7 : — B BCF B R, RS AR 2 AR ESER S .o — 18

+ 119 -



MASECE No. 2, 2015

BACARKE T L, BT EmE—RE T BRI ER BRSBTS R A
FRAZEEEE FRPBE RN R, BHEWIER T —FRITRA LBISCERER , A RME
PR BRI 2 R IR SRR AR RS T TR E KB S e e . FEE A REAT , /MA—A
A N A [ 175 B 1 JR T 9 [ 55— VIR A R . 35 12 B BR4E (R ARl i A g 4 DL Bfy /R i
Vi THREIR G, R FFER, BIDEVRRHE . “RREIEAE T— 2L LS, B8
EHREBBEMER L RSN E—RA B AT - iR EE , KA
MIAETR” (Munro 22 ), ['1Z R8RS B0 IV 0 BB ANE S AR B 2 4, 3iFE-—
FHTNT HBARRRBGR, 2 N E/RS R —AF, BEAARBVFRA? I
B /R TE T 77 TR 5 AR [l —— i i — LR A i vk, 3R A — DT AR SR A" (23),
VEER AT ES  SE T SMEEE B ARF A RTER . 28 TR & IR SOR R G A
2R IR F B S R 3000 MTBL & MALE , M EENZER N, KA TR, #
F1 A 72 B s SR R 2 B F I A S Pl AT IR PR S TR A B A2 Bl b e AL T
FER L SR T =T o0 W EROLT , FOv R, MAREGXER” (26), #LBRART
ALFRXTEERBERE 3000 MNTCHEF=HISNL : “ KRR B S i X AT o XM F BRI
1o EEIHTEME EhihX a8 BRIA ARLE R, 2 R X 4. TR
FZ” (26), FHEREMMG? 72 FRERHDE P, MERE B I F/R SIS mIsT ], B IF 283
MR E, B EF L EMERHHEAANTRMEN . ERERRGHIE L, —RAFRIES
FHRZE B, g R R B 2 3 A 4 A AT Ak b T A9 5 SRR I 1Y 3000 ST, IR E 7R 9
PRI RFEARE AT BEAERR]: “RATERA A5%RM? XA " (28), H2EI
At A T A SR Y, b B 22 DA SC SRR B4R AR T 3000 JinTe, BEBIBE I T i 2e 8k, /DI 1B
XA (28 LR BE Z RN , TR R R R R A R R B . BAEATEIA
& 5 RN AT SIARDRER - FEERRASE TR (83), HEMHEMAWEREIGEE
B ORI B EEMAEGYOR, SURMTE R RAT T 98, S ERTERE A T
B P ER ) 22 5 o (B R HERR ) 3 X 37 K7 B O B, FEAd s Al A R R B e A 2 [ —
B TRV REORTTRD |0 B R ELE AP 2 IR0 ST B~ S X 3 AR T A X BRI E .
SR SCFAGRM AL T /M BIA S KT, XA H B T T2 SCRRIERY Z R fER .

ZBRRRERERAYER

P F OOCFEE AL R L E R SiEW . 112 AYHS R&X Mo,
HHI R AR A G A F IR KA 35 1, TR R A s B6R T 2R HAUE . 1B K18 LAY
MR T /AMERELIN CEL RS, XIMER THLENFFHER (KF) 5ERE (U
IR AR F1 i AUA A YR T X R AR Smythe 493 ), [TH BBUCIZH RIS,
RS S AW S 0 L E P A A SR A O EERE, AR R
TR MA ZEM TSI S, SOR T S GG 3 SOV TP X 5 2 0 L e s S i
BHES SR K —E U7 A4 B Az 5 1A U LRI A LA TS 5)
B AR AN AE B AN TR IUAE SR BT Ao L f5e o S 28 A ) TR AR S0 R 0 DL i AR SR 49 7Y
A AYH %

TN R B A —MERRXFERLRMHE , “RICESRILER T HORA
w2 RHEE” (Munro 6), BT HSkBSLRBIA T, T B —24F R ) S A A B IR

+ 120 -



(R

ERERFLAOKN, AR KRR T  ARAELG? 7 (6), BEER: “BALS
ML EMBEABRLACEN T (6), IBHEHH, BERKHHMIEE, BxRMNHET
HERKE, RRAERRTLRMRL LA KRR RINIMIER , RN SRR E
FHE—FpIE ., R B IER MACRM T I RGBTSR, RIS IEER
AT LR FR (EHHER ) AW 2 LIERLT RS RY Bt | insdalse s 7
WOEATE], (HEE A RS ERRE TR ZYEIE , EFTHRFREFIE M _E 5 RERS 19
e, LA A QIR RIS IR AT . /MBS IRER I T RSB RTAR A A 1 15, BF 30 b > 45
BfF TIRZAE, XRERFEBEME, ELT A FNAR IR, B<r 2tk B RN EZRE
1947 SEELR , B AR HIIRIR UL Bt /R OR B AR IS — 3% BRI AMA B S , BRI B A 2R
VER LR R+ SR a ) LEIA , U EN PR TR X B PR, ARG, 52555
I B /REETE— B8], BRIEDEIE A s 7 W/R . E/REE KO LB 0OE JE R ;
NER/RKERFER, “T LGB 22 T — R a8 2 afll ksl
MoK AL EFAELLAR/NET, —FRRMRRN” (17) ; 80R, A ZRBIRE R
P37 i TRAE R R BRI T AL, Jhide: “ B AR F EEHHF KM RMAAEHRS .
ICAARK Ehk b, i ZF IR S BRI A SRR T 7 MR T, FRAE AR AT AR b B iy A
MRY i BSETR LAR RS 7 7 (2223 ), VEEBA FREAUMIMERAN , HATE AR —1 5%
B, ANWIRITERE RIS AN |, SCR BT 2 BUH R AR — AN, — MR
B o TEIXHEREAN Y A6 &8 LML B Sk I o] AR ERR BB S A R i G TR . B 4%
A2 B L R A B E R HBUAAR B AT, AT AR R S Ah 2 IR %, 7T LSRR T4
MESMHS. XMRFEFEERREERE/NMNI AR TE R EEE X Tk, 5%
B B SCARRHIE 5 A B M B KRR IMA B B 5 SOAR RS & i B SR & FEZ T
M A FRZEEM T, A B SO Z (B B BREE o, XSO ST R A S . RER 5 180 2 (8] B AR IR I 1
A R BN AE W A A S Bl 40T BT R W S RS, B B R TS, TS g rh AR
AT PERREA R R R RS RIE . BUA AR RIT FA M, A HeE k. f%
T RAIEMERIE , BT HRIES S HEBRMES Lt IR T AR A Z B, i T AR AL
H A ARRARRE SR RS, E 2R EMEARRE R RS AR E R,

(2]
==}

= T E RS N EH R

TE 19 HAEFR BB F OCAER SRR B R TS W 05 5 R ZHE S
PR R ATE RN R Y5 20 HARLUR , W2t R SUSUE Bl T 28 (e , /Dt o R
— RS AR PR , B/ AU RS R R 25 (B2 ] . BRI /MR AT =, 25 ]
RAARBAUE I S — KT, = RISE PRI EE AR RS R R, RIS AR /I
VL EERFNE . IBA, (CERBERE ) RV HFRZ MR ? FEEE Bk, X “ZE” i
SRS TG ia R/ NS — R, 25 8] R/ MR AR SRS AR A R T 2 PR (MY
) VER T —MEHMBH 2L N, B #EBHM T A, AR ILF, WIS, 55N
Ml tit, ACRH—DRIETFE 7L RIIEIZ. PeEam BB+ “EPRAE e sl
(6 BT A F ) BB FB AR R A X R RSO == () N R A (B] A G R AN (I BR AR . SRID R b5
TR-ESHNEGHET, “BENEIR, &P EREREEN T EH, - REREFHRH—
FEARVE R R LR T55E, AEIRBE RN, AT LT eI TR A& F iy ARk, 52— 1T

- 121 -



HASMELFE No. 2, 2015

FHET” (Munro 5), YEEXT GRS IEAER SCRES T # LA R S ST ERE .
YEFEBEREIEN B ATE AR REEET T, BUAE TT W A it 25 W5 1L F 4%
A HEVE ML s ], 4 B A ARMBERE T RE. BYEA AR S RN &
PRI A B s s AP AR R AR R, R AESUR TR T — RIPNERE, = At a] i i fn
25 [E] SRR , ] LA 2 B MU BRGh 1t R S BRI 5 BUZ S BLSE i A E , A R RE S AC
FEMEBRRE., RO, BEEE, XS FES XWIHREN —4, IR MRt %
Hgea] LSRR K, IR AIIGE , D BRFT LRI B K" (31), BEEERME,AQEU S F
TSI TR M N REAS BAZR . — M E2REABNEFWHEAN. 1967 %, £
2N HEFHAT -0t 1055, ZREALISYILE 10 NSRS E TFHEFLAT
BRERMERRE, BFILES E, FEFYUATHEHMYOERETIHEY ., REFE
HYREGEH, BN HIZAZRIE, ENTMEBRAAUANERE SR, shdEE, ¥2
ANFE, SCBEAE I v 0 4T T2 AL 33X B 0 o - B B v R, TR — L B B e 1L TR &k o
NS R (AR 4 Ry A 3R 7 (B AR A 23 [BIE R 25 (137, BRIDEM 5 F DB FRAZS 6], 575 4b
— AR BRI XN ASEES ], BRI IE 2 &R RO AR R ) . E
FAEXFE R F WA PRR A YIE SR FIRT B R . B& AR RTERRHLACTTET,
WEHEH BN NEE, ERES— BB ZE  BAEM S, @2 B AR
1A B AN FIEHE T S S R, DUBR/R MRS H e AR T8 2430 — R BI BB IR . 45182
Ja VR AR A B ARSI T — N ES M — 58S F1 - SIFSIEPMCEE, 5ok, “ng
BOERL T HAMEIR IR B R AR A AR WA= AR A S MR
RAUA HBUNRE (23 ), BFRIARTTEE 2R —3 5, 7 LR s A gUE HEME
M FEEP L, CERHREIET ERET RS IGENENRE ., STEHENEEWEZRER
TRE  FHIDIMEC GIMAF R ZNE LG AR BRID A QIR .. XPASEN FLIFE
FIR BEE TR R 2 AL E AR AP B ERZEMATER . WMNREWRE , XPARIK
BB WRERR T HEEHIE Y LA RN EIFER, EMTSET RELNFERR T M
At RROR R/ N REE S R 2 a7 CERHERE) /MU RN A Z
BT AR B S R HER AR MR R R . MR T8 F5], fEX
Xt 22 (A AR A R R B IR R B E SRR, 2 B — TRMER
HIFANZS (] B Fh2s (a) H |, B SRR L BB o [l AEE B 1

NP A BB LB RNAAT R B E A LA B R/ E X S L
5, hib R R AR AN SE g R/ N R L S B R, FEMLA T R B A A A T R SRR R
P AT RS AR AR BE SRR R I, 12 T I B Sd I8 A L S0, AN F8 0 AR 3 B s Y 1]
MR AR EWM R HSEGRHR R, B SR NB AR A E LR XD
ARER N —BE X LGS, MHRRIY—MEA AL EBFE K. P mERR
BB B I LABE A, AN B8 ST REAS LAVGR (B 20 RE 2 it A8 LUBRAZ  F B I A eS8
BAIXT A TR, BRI IX A dr B A R A AR o B /MBS BRI T R B S 32 S/
EBIAE B ARBOUAR . B, A EOREI B XA RS- ERE1F . ]
il “REWRGAZHE, BRGAZRUSIPL R EF A MMTE . TR, X ZEF
HEM., BREIRLEAGHFNERE, - HERITE R ? X ERESEMARIE
(Awano 182 ), Hi7F#:323RET ( Awano ) SR i7 BB 1R] K anfo] B AERH 2 R B8 1Y «

- 122 -



(EHHR)

RERRE, XML RRFEEREN—LIFE-RNSEHREEREN, LT
LT HEE, RN B0 S TR —ERAERS S, RNFEAFEREIHN,
BEEK, B, FHEE 5T -BHEE, RehE—T . A LRARERET,
BLEUBREENH L. BL2EFXARSHE. RTEAA AN KEES
AHES KERES, HARUAAERTUT AERABR Y F. KEREFEHT
—%, HHENXTFTERRR, INFEOLEEUETRL2ALSREEIR, EXNANFE
Kt ko, (181)

FEBORF WAL T —ER — MRV NBA AR SE . “WIA BRI AARK
AR A G, XA ERMECERINRT , b b BB, R G A E VA A iR
AIEBA A" (Kanpp 152 ), XFEhSIPGE T 115 E L% B R AR BE BB, 1R 45 H Ry
ERBMART, RN AN AR HERAF . CrERERNERE, ¥ X B8
(9 B SRR , SRS T 2 AR SR I ) BRAE T i PR A8 R A S SR X A A B S B R R A iy
BRAE, R TR EEEREK AL, Z0 LT, TZ R S/ERRSSIEM T3S E OBAM
HR.

415

X —ANSCAS B B R LB 5 B AR A8 SO S WY ARAR, TR , SCEE TR BEAS By th B A 7E
AR R R o OIS RS, 1 Z QIER BLSE T UM SLATE 25
FHEWE UMERFESER. NEEEMELR ORI LR SR 2R BISE £ X
] S5 SR ISE E L Z A E R ZESR . 18 /MU EETT RS RIS E L3¢
AFER AR, B BA M TE LB R B NEE S . TERX X R R # T M EH
Wi, AT LI E B R — N RA A 2, TTAIE—1 “AR” W, EfSCFQEE 4
ZAERBEGT A" BB, BN T 5k G B 2 I A SCIL AR R A RS T LU, 1B Y
BIERAE UM E RIS £ SOCETEE R AE S REUER,

1% BT R B BLSE 2 SO 201 I i B BLSE 2 SCR AR KRR T BRI AR & &
BEHTEFES L, TRV 5 R ECURE  EFT S A E R KRR SRR 4, T2 55
WEEIAN . FEE R T VAL, 38 8 T REHRH/NEE , Kb i9/D Y, T 8BSk
FEMER. BEARIEAL, B UFEA BB E RS/ N INESHN TR, W
o /MR R IR SONRERAF R BT A TR, LR AR B F R LA R AR R
Ro WIFAEREERSBRFERR, Fof A EERS E FRR” W75, BA, Ligts
SERIBLSE F X, 2 20 AR E BRI S, BATETR A T KB LURB Y T EREE
HINERBEAE, HEKNSCEEZBESIUES WA T, R IE NS EEXGRE
BHEETE, 12 B CARIMEE S T et QAL HZ 8, I8 i AE R TR M BEE R FR
He A B A S 7 i AEAR SR BRSE ORI JG BRI 4E B, S BLSE SO R 2 B
B3y,

<123 -



MASMEX# No. 2, 2015

51 Ak [ Works Cited ]

Awano, Lisa Dicler, and Alice Munro. “An Interview with Alice Munro. " Virginia Quarterly Review ( Spring
2013 ): 180-84.

Duan, Junxia. “Richard Powers’s Postmodern Realist Writing.” Gansu Social Sciences 4 ( 2013 ):122-25.

[ BRES . (AR - RITHERRIALE RS ), CHRHLERE) 2013 455 4 8,56 122-25 11, |

Hill, Colin. “Modern Realism and Canadian Literature.” Modern Realism in English-Canadian Fiction. Toronto,
Buffalo, London: U of Toronto P, 2012. 216-22.

Knapp, Mona. “Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage By Alice Munro.” World Literature Today 2
( Spring 2002 ): 152.

Munro, Alice. “The Progress of Love.” The Progress of Love. New York: Random House, 1986. 3-31.

---. The Progress of Love. Trans. Yin Gao. Nanjing: Yilin Press, 2013.

[3Ee2 « 1% : CRRPER), BERIE, B AR iRAL, 2013 48, ]

Smythe, Karen. “Sad Stories : The Ethics of Epiphany in Munrovian Elegy. ” University of Toronto Quarterly 4
(1991 ): 493-506.

Urmson, J.O., and Marina Sbisa, eds. How to Do Things with Words. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1975.

Zhang, Jie. “The Relationship Between Consciousness and Dialogue of Polyphonic Novels: Also on Bakhtin’ s
Polyphonic Theory. ” Foreign Literature Review 4 ( 1989 ): 37-44,

LA (ERDRES BIRSNERR—RIREHSWE R ), (SMESCEITIR ) 1989 45 4 11,56
37-44 T, |

(FAE4 48 . 4742)

REBWUE X
(£EIAZ - 8 %
BEH #

APBRET R - 2B+ S EZHGH, BEHEEMR 1967 5£2] 1993 5, F R LF

%8 BB EF LI, B IREL ARPARREFELRE T, AFERXT
BUAE P EHKEFEHDEF T EEIRE A2 RRELRTAFIREAERE,

- 124 -



