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Three Principles and Three Misunderstandings of Theoretical Evaluation: Taking the Evaluation
Deviation for Medio-Translatology as an Example Zhang Ying « 31 -

In Professor Wang Xiangyuan’s series of books criticizing medio-translatology, through the
three principles of theoretical evaluation—namely in respect to the “incommensurability” of the
theory, in respect to the theory proposer’s definition of core concepts, and in respect to the
proposer’s positioning of their theoretical goals and their positioning in their era—evaluating the
theory from synchronic and diachronic dimensions, we can find the {following three
misunderstandings: that Wang arbitrarily defined “orthodox translation” when criticizing medio-
translatology and thus excluded it from translation studies, that he put the two concepts

) )

“creative treason” and “destructive treason” together for discussion despite them being at
different theoretical levels and theoretical goals, and that he never evaluated the theoretical
vitality of medio-translatology from the synchronic and diachronic dimensions. Therefore, if
there is a bias, a real theoretical innovation will be influenced. Appropriate reflection will help

more innovative theories in the field of Chinese translatology to develop.

Out of Historical Epistemology: The Limitation and Way Out of the Discourse Paradigm of
Historiographical Theory in the 40 Years of Reform and Opening Up Zhuo Li+ 39 -

The main paradigm of historical theory in the 40 years of reform and opening up is

)

“historical epistemology.” It is impossible to defend not only the legitimacy of historical
knowledge but also the root of the division of positivist historiography, historiographical theory,
and historical theory. Historical epistemology with historical realism as its philosophical premise
is fundamentally a theory mirroring modern Western philosophy. It is the pusher behind
historical relativism, rather than the only way to save objective historiography. Under the

}

paradigm of “historical epistemology,” historiographical theory only repeats the question of
whether “historical cognition is subjective or objective” and misinterprets new theories such as
hermeneutics and postmodernism as “evidence” to the subjectivity of historical cognition. In fact,
the development of modern science has already destroyed the modern scientific vision of
“objective unrestrained truth,” influencing philosophy to take the lead by going “out of
epistemology” and transforming into modern philosophy. Going, as it is called, “out of historical
epistemology” does not deny the reality of objective history (and the objective world), nor does it
deny the phenomenon of cognition. It suspends the ineffective metaphysical belief of “objective
historical reality,” getting rid of the “natural attitude” and transcending the old framework of
subject-object dualism, thus transforming the “objectivity of correspondence theory” in historical
knowledge into “objectivity of coherence theory.” This is not only the inherent requirement of
building a historiographical discourse with Chinese characteristics, but also the key to truly

grasping the essence of Marxist social historical thought.

Reflection and Reconstruction of the Disciplinary Functions of Economic History
Yi Mianyang and Zhao Dexin ¢ 53 -

Any independent discipline has its own unique functions. Economic history forms its own
disciplinary functions after deeply integrating the functions of history and economics: seeking
truth, finding answers, and being practical. Seeking truth is a true recurrence of past economic
practices. Finding answers is to analyze the causes of economic phenomena in economic practices,
explore economic laws, explore the economic operation mechanism and its performance in
history, and explain the major problems in economic history. Being practical is based on reality.
The three functions are inseparable. “Seeking truth” is the basis; “finding answers” is the
sublimation of the truth-seeking that explains the relationships, laws, and mechanisms in
historical truth; and “being practical” puts historical truth and laws into practice as an application
of the former two. A study of economic history can focus on one of the functions, but at the
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