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ABSTRACTS

Constructing a Chinese Hermeneutics and Forming a Chinese School e 4 .

Editor’s note: Since the reform and opening up, with the introduction of contemporary Western
hermeneutics into China, hermeneutics has increasingly become the methodological basis for
various disciplines. However, existing studies are carried out mainly within Western
interpretation traditions or contexts. Chinese scholars expect to draw wisdom from Chinese
traditional cultural resources and build China’ s contemporary hermeneutics on the basis of
absorbing the theoretical achievements of Western hermeneutics. On Dec. 17, 2018, the
symposium on “the Construction of Chinese Hermeneutics: Approaches and Methods” organized
by the Chinese Social Sciences Press was held in Sanya. At the symposium, the approaches and
methods used in the construction were discussed from the perspectives of literature,
historiography, and philosophy, and emphasis was placed on how the construction of a Chinese
hermeneutics could be possible.

Issues such as the hermeneutic theory of Chinese literature and art, the grand narrative in
world history, concept creation in historical interpretation, the publicity of interpretation, the
neglected approaches of Chinese hermeneutics, and the change in direction of Chinese classical
interpretation were discussed. The editorial board of Social Sciences in China Review selected a
few speeches, changed them into papers after authors’ revision, and published them in this
column to share with readers.

Professor Zhu Xiaoyuan from the Department of History of Peking University pointed out
that since the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, the development of world
history in China has experienced three stages: the exploration of laws, knowledge-based world
history, and research-based world history. Now it is entering the fourth stage, namely the
hermeneutics of world history. China is rich in historical thoughts, many of which are
methodologically applicable to the hermeneutics of world history in China. China’s world history
must be read and written by Chinese scholars, based on history, driven by real needs, and use
specific analysis to destabilize Western-centric theory to make Chinese voices heard in world
history studies.

Professor Meng Zhongjie from the Department of History of East China Normal University,
from the dimension of the history of concept creation, used the “pilot concept” in Koselleck’s
hermeneutics to demonstrate that in the popularization of an interpretation a long process is
required before people can embrace a concept. When some important concepts in interpretation
eventually form a “collective unit,” they can be transformed into the basis for today’s public
interpretation. The rapid development of current technology may accelerate the evolution of the
pilot concept. Perhaps we do not need 100 years to achieve a popularized interpretation, but it
still takes time to digest.

Professor Gan Chunsong from the Department of Philosophy of Peking University believes
that since ancient times Chinese hermeneutics has not been unpopular. Confucianism, Buddhism,
and Taoism in Chinese traditional culture have elements of hermeneutics. In modern China,
scholars have also pursued an interpretation of the Confucian tradition at different levels, but
they may also have different compulsory interpretations and depart from the subject. The key is
the decisive role of the interpreter’ s position in interpretation. The true interpreter should
consciously get rid of the value projections of “emotion” and “respect” and treat texts with an
objective and scientific attitude. The construction of the hermeneutic system, how to treat the
ancient Chinese interpretation tradition, how to treat the transformation of the interpretation
system caused by the academic transformation in modern China, and the analysis of the role of
the interpretation subject are all important for us to analyze the possible development direction of
Chinese hermeneutics.

Social Changes and Social Governance in the 40 Years of Reform and Opening up e 22

Editor’s note: In the 40 years of reform and opening up, great and far-reaching changes have
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taken place in Chinese society. These changes are reflected not only in the overall level of
urbanization, the transformation of the hierarchical structure, and population aging, but also in
the rural man-land relationship, urban and rural community types, urban economic composition,
and society’s mode of operation. In short, the scale, depth, and speed of this epoch-making
change are rare in world history.

Under the influence of great social change, as a tool for controlling social operations, and as
a means of preventing social risks, social governance needs to constantly innovate in the face of
new situations and problems in order to deal with the relationship between stability and
development during reform. Through resolving various contradictions to enhance the level and
quality of social progress, and under the guidance of people-centered development thinking,
China will successfully become a powerful modern state.

How to view China’s social changes and social governance over the 40 years of reform and
opening up? How does research on social governance respond to social changes? In this issue, the
editorial board of Social Sciences in China Review invite Zhang Yi, the dean of the Social
Development Research Institute of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, as the host. In
addition, five scholars were invited to participate in the dialogue in writing: Li Peilin, the deputy
director of the National People’s Congress Social Construction Committee and Member of the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; Hong Dayong, director of the Department of Degree
Management and Postgraduate Education of the Ministry of Education and of the Research Center
for Sociological Theory and Method at Renmin University of China; Li Yu, chair of the
department of Sociology at Fudan University; and Lin Ka, professor of the School of Public
Administration and a research fellow at the Center for Social Governance and Social Policy
Research, Zhejiang University. They discuss the issues of innovating with social governance to
address social changes in terms of hierarchical structure change, social transformation, social
mobility, and inclusive social policy in their articles: “Changes in China’s Social Class in the 40
Years of Reform and Opening Up” (Li Peilin), “Provide More In-Depth Academic Support for
Social Governance Practices” (Hong Dayong), “Social Transformation and Innovation with Social
Governance Patterns” (Zhang Yi), “The ‘Quality’ and ‘Quantity’ of Social Mobility” (Li Yu)
and “The New Era and Inclusive Development of Social Development in China” (Lin Ka).

Some of these articles were reorganized and revised by authors based on their speeches at the
symposium on “Social Changes and Social Governance in the 40 Years of Reform and Opening
Up” and published in this issue to share with readers.

The Internationalization of Contemporary Chinese Philosophy and the Establishment of Subjective
Consciousness Nie Minli » 35 -

The Debate on “Reverse Analogical Interpretation” and the Misunderstanding of Essentialism in the
Comparison of Chinese and Western Philosophy Song Kuanfeng « 38

The discussion on the research method of the history of Chinese philosophy around “reverse
analogical interpretation” has not led to substantial progress in thought. The root cause lies in
the ambiguous and unclear statements of “reverse analogical interpretation,” “interpreting
Chinese philosophy with Western philosophical concepts,” and “interpreting Chinese philosophy
with Chinese philosophical concepts.” In the inevitable comparison between Chinese and Western
philosophy in the research on the history of Chinese and Western philosophy, the most influential

)

and misleading thought premise is essentialism. Once researchers really get rid of essentialism,
they will realize that Chinese philosophy and Western philosophy, which are mutually
referenced, never appear as holistic existences. It has always been a certain Chinese philosopher,
a certain school of philosophy, a certain Western philosopher, or a certain form or type of
philosophy that acts as the target of reference.

Towards What Kind of Spatial Sociology: The Four Scenarios of Space as a Sociological Object and
Reflections Ying Licheng « 50 -

Although “spatial sociology” has existed as a concept for more than a hundred years, the
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