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The Interaction between Vocabulary Grammaticalization
and Character Evolution in Chinese
LI Yunfu',SUN Qian’

(1. Research Center for the Inheritance Dissemination and Education of the Chinese Characters Civilization,
Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001;2. School of Chinese Language and Literature, BNU 100875, China)

Abstract: There is a relatively fixed correspondence between Chinese characters and words, and one change affects the
other. A similar interaction exists between vocabulary grammaticalization and character evolution in Chinese, and the influ-
ence of vocabulary grammaticalization on the change of Chinese characters are illustrated in the following aspects:; first, the
semantic components of Chinese characters become redundant gradually with the recession of lexical meaning,leading to the
phenomena of reduction and sonification; second, the reinforcement of grammatical meaning breeds specially-used Chinese
characters with the function of distinguishing words; third, Chinese characters used to record certain words can be replaced
and adjusted under the influence of sonification. On the other hand, the evolution of Chinese characters can either promote or
hinder vocabulary grammaticalization, including accelerating the reduction of word meanings and pronunciations, promoting
the derivation of new words and meanings, highlighting and solidifying the grammaticalization function,and leading to reverse
lexicalization, etc. The evolution of Chinese characters may cover the truth of vocabulary grammaticalization, which brings in-
terference to the study of text interpretation and grammaticalization. Therefore, attention should be paid to the evolution of
Chinese characters when issues of the vocabulary grammaticalization are studied.

Keywords: vocabulary grammaticalization; the evolution of Chinese characters;relationships between Chinese characters

and words;interaction.

@ C(HIKARH (MIEENAELEMPNRF) (RAE — S EEHBTLTHRIBESCE). M bl kEd
KR 4t , 2006 4F R, 45 310— 318 1,

@ BRGHS-GEREREMBERER P NS B3 PEEARERTER) (X9 ),2006 4£45 1 88,4 5—20 5,

@ hEE SRR S SRR MR AT R R AR AR GNFERFSE ), B 1, b 5 28 B AR A, 2005 AR BR,
345—2366 T ,

@ BAR (HRIESIEY”HIEEASE),GESR),2003 4£45 1.



