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On the Internal Differentiation of Dialect Phonetics in Xianyang City
SUN Lixin"’
(1. School of Culture and Art, Shaanxi Institute of International Trade & Commerce, Xianyang 712046, Shaanxi;
2. Institute of Literature and Art, Shaanxi Academy of Social Sciences, Xi’an 710065, Shaanxi. China)

Abstract:The main body of Xianyang dialect belongs to Guanzhong subdivision of central China
mandarin, and there are towns or villages belonging to Qinlong dialect of central China mandarin. The
main dialect of Xianyang can be further divided into four subdivisions. The differentiation of the an-
cient Chinese “niniang” Kaikouhu in finals in Xianyang dialect is more complex. In the city of Xian-
yang, only natives in Xunyi pronounce characters of Hekouhu with no initials as u-, while natives in
other places of the City of Xianyang pronounce them as v- or u-. Therefore, there exists an obvious an-
tagonism between v- and u- in terms of pronunciation in such places. Natives in such places typically re-
tained oxyphonia from ancient Chinese as Xunyi, Binxian, Changwu, and Sanyuan counties. Natives in
Changwu, Binxian, Xunyi and Qianxian pronounce er-ending character as a self-contained syllable in
their dialect. Natives in Yongshou and Liquan pronounce er-ending characters sometimes as a self-con-
tained syllable, other times into er-transformed syllable in their dialect. Natives in the city proper,
Sanyuan, Jingyang, Chunhua, Xingping and Wugong counties pronounce these characters as er-trans-
formed syllable in their dialect.
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