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Folk Belief and Rural Social Governance

Modern Experience of the Studies of Folk Belief
ZHANG Cui-xia

( Research Center for the Development of Western Yunnan, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan 650091)

[ Abstract] Folk belief constitutes an important part of people’ s daily life. Chinese modern folklore
attached importance to the studies of folk belief when it was first established. This article recalls the modern
experience of academic studies of folk belief and points out that in the time of intangible cultural heritage, in
studying folk belief, we should rethink profoundly the relation between knowledge production and social
knowledge demand, and pay attention to the application studies of cultural resources and social capital of folk
belief. Under the current dilemma of rural governance, involving folk belief in rural social governance and
constructing a multi-agents co-governance mechanism by adopting cultural governance strategy is a new attempt
in the current interdisciplinary application research.

[ Key words] folk belief; intangible cultural heritage; rural governance; multi-agents co-governance
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