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A New Proof of the Relationship between Vimal’s Disguise,

the Religious Scriptures and the Popular Buddhist Scriptures Commentaries

Taking the Announcement Topic of Ananda’s Begging Milk Figure
In the 9th Grotto of the Northern Wall in Mogao Caves as the Center
HE Jian-ping
(Research Institute of Chinese Vulgar Culture s Sichuan University , Chengdu 610064, Sichuan)

Abstract: The announcement topic of Vimal’s disguise in the 9th grottoes of Mogao Caves is an
important reference for studying the relationship between disguise, bianwen and text. Around the re-
lationship between the announcement topic, Dunhuang scriptures and popular Buddhist scriptures, by
combing and comparing the Buddhist literature and the corresponding Dunhuang manuscripts , we can
draw the following conclusions:the announcement topic of Ananda’s begging milk figure In the 9th
Grotto of the northern wall in Mogao Caves comes from The sutra of the Milky Light , which was ex-
tracted from the popular commentaries of the Vimal Sutra in the Dunhuang area. This shows that the
scene of Dunhuang murals and the announcement topic of disguise have been influenced by the the re-
ligious scriptures and the popular Buddhist scriptures commentaries related to the singing literature in
Dunhuang area. At the same time, it can be seen that the creation of disguise often deviates from the
original text and approaches the Scriptures or the related popular commentaries. This kind of phe-
nomenon shows that Buddhism preached the trend of popularizing Buddhism through simple stories
during the late Tang and Five Dynasties, and also presented the human characteristics of Vimal’s dis-
guise in this period.

Key words: Vimal’s disguise; announcement topic; the religious scriptures; the popular Buddhist

scriptures commentaries; relationship
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