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Standards for the Preservation and Abolition of Shrines
and the clean—up of the Confucian gods since the late Qing Dynasty
LI Shen

(Department of Philosophy s Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: Based on the Standard for the Preservation and Abolition of Shrines promulgated in 1928, it is
of great academic significance for the study of Confucianism to probe into the situations that the state govern-
ment cleaned up the traditional shrines from the late Qing Dynasty. These situations show that in ancient Chi-
na, besides Buddhism, Taoism, Islam and Christianity, there still existed a Confucianism that took heaven
and earth, sun and moon, mountains, rivers, lakes and seas, as well as human heroes and sages as gods. The
experience and lessons of cleaning up traditional gods at that time can be used for reference today.

Key words: Confucianism; Shrine; Gods; Worship of unorthodox gods; Sages
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