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Xianbei Characteristics and Cultural Diversity of Yungang Grottoes Statues

PENG Shuan-hong
(School of Literature, Shanxi Datong University; Research Center for Yungang Culture, Datong, Shanxi 037009)

[ Abstract] Xianbei was one of the major ethnic groups in ancient Northern China who united Northern
China and eventually established the Northern Wei Dynasty. In the period of the Southern and Northern
Dynasties, its expansion to the South and the West had a great impact on China. Yungang Grottoes statues not
only reflected its wide vision and open and inclusive attitude, expressed religious culture but also blended
national cultures. Making a careful appreciation of Yungang Grottoes statues, we can find distinctive features
of Xianbel ethnic group, the fusion of multiethnic cultures, and communications between Hu-Han culture as
well as between Chinese and Western cultures. From this point of view, Yungang Grottoes can be regarded as
a great history of the Northern Wei Dynasty inscribed in stone.

[ Key words] Yungang Grottoes; Xianbei ethnic group; culture; national fusion; folklore
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