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Religious Connotations and Characteristic
of Mongolian Buddhist “Chama” Music Dance

SERENDAOER]JI

(Inner Mongolia Arts University , Hohhot , Inner Mongolia 010010)

Abstract; The religious connotations and performance characteristics of Chama music dance are dis-
cussed systematically in this paper. There are clear image divisions and religious cultural connotations in
Chama music dance performances ofreligiousceremonies of Gelug Buddhist monasteries.“Chama”music and
dance is one of the important contents of temple religious ceremonies. There is strong commonness in its
religious cultural connotations and manifestations.Number of gods appearing in performances is directly re-
lated to the size of temples, ranging from dozens, dozens to hundreds.In terms of content, there are some
differences between the traditions of each monastery and the needs of religious ceremonies.God images ap-
pearing in each segment of Chama music dance performance show the process of spell or deduction in dif-
ferent forms, such as solo dance, double dance and group dance.

Key words: Chama music dance; image of God; Buddhism
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