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The Construction and Deviation of Hero Image in Yi and Hebo’ s Stories

BI Yang—qing
( Division of Humanistic Social Science Beijing Language and Culture University Beijing 100083 China)

Abstract: The legend of Yi and Hebo is the diversion point where the image of Yi deviates and connects with Houyi. The non
—mainstream myth which is not fit with the mainstream image of Yi the story of Yi Hebo and Fu Fei gradually stripped his heroic
attribute of Yi under the retelling and construction of later generations. Yi’ s heroic image is constructed in this story and begins to
deviate. The image of Houyi is still evolving after it deviates from the legend of Hebo. The deconstruction of his heroic attributes
tends to be extreme which leads to the appearance of the historical extreme image of Houyi. Yi and Houyi are not two unrelated
characters. Although their stories and legends are different in times some similarities can be found and the image of Houyi may be
misunderstood.
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