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Sacredness and Secularity: Buddhist Festivals
and Festival Life in the Song Dynasty

DONG De—ying
(School of History, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266000, China)

Abstract: There were many Buddhist festivals as well as festival activities in the Song Dynasty. On one hand, Buddhism
maintained its sacred role from the belief of religious festival, offering religious services to the followers; on the other
hand, it created a harmonious environment for cultural exchanges in an interactive and mutually beneficial manner. As a
matter of fact, the secularization of Buddhist festivals was becoming more and more obvious, resulting in the sanctifica-
tion of Buddhist festival life. Consequently, a two— way construction of sacredness and secularity in Buddhist festival life
was carried out.

Key words: the Song Dynasty;Festival; Buddhism; sacredness; secularity
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